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“Home” Space Evolution of Rural Homestays in the Context of “Beautiful Countryside
Construction”

SU Xing
( Institute of History and Literature, Yunnan Academy of Social Sciences, Kunming, 650034 )

Abstract: With the rapid rise of new forms of tourism in the new era, “home” space has gradually become
an important carrier for developing rural tourism. Previous studies find that the commercialization of tourism may
lead to adverse consequences such as traditional rural “homes” becoming tools for tourism capital circulation and
accumulation and the loss of emotional attachment of villages to their “homes”. In the process of participating
in the high-quality development of rural tourism, N Village in Dali, Yunnan, especially under the profound
influence of rural revitalization and the construction of a beautiful countryside, has not only avoided the above-
mentioned problems but has also achieved a deep integration and positive interaction between the “home” space
and commercial space through further spatial practices and evolution. Thus, the “commercialized home” of rural
homestays serves as a business space for the tourism industry as well as becomes an “ideal home” for villagers
to realize their aspirations for a better life in the process of rural revitalization and beautiful rural construction,
enhancing their sense of achievement, happiness, and satisfaction. The main reason lies in the fact that, as
the main actors, villagers, under the external impetus of national efforts such as the construction of beautiful
village, maximize the positive shaping effect of tourism development on the “home” space construction. They
embark on a quest for “a happy life” at both material and spiritual levels. Simultaneously, the operation of rural
homestays embodies the villagers’ discovery and understanding of the “beauty” represented by the “beautiful
countryside” and the “good life” embodied in the “home” space. It can be seen that as a crucial component of
rural revitalization, the construction of beautiful village does not only directly concern the construction of the vast
majority of villagers’ homes but also, points to the spiritual home construction of the Chinese nation at a deeper
level.

Keywords: Construction of Beautiful Countryside, Rural Homestays, Spatial Evolution, Home
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