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The Interactive Relationship and Logic Between the Spatial Construction of the Grand Canal
and the Inheritance of Folk Art: A Perspective from Space and Place Theory

ZHANG Na & ZHANG Li-hua

(College of Humanities and Social Development, Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing, 210095)

Abstract: As a dimension of “space”, the Grand Canal is a cohesive concept that combines geography and
nature, society and culture, spirit and memory. Comprehensive protection of the cultural heritage of the Grand
Canal necessitates a contemporary approach grounded in the spatial development of the canal. Folk art along the
Grand Canal is a product of spatialization and localization. As the representation of “place”, it refers to the daily
life of the canal inhabitants, condenses the canal cultural memory and constructs the canal cultural identity. In
the process of contemporary canal space production, the local endogenous folk art transitions from its original
spatiality to a constructed space shaped by capital, power, and discourse, which prevents it from playing the role
of memory and identity as a “land complex”. Therefore, we should not only promote the boundary expansion,
modern transformation, reconstruction and innovation of canal culture, but also pay attention to the local logic and
local meaning expression of canal folk art inheritance. We should not deprive “place” with “space”, but construct
a canal space that accommodates locality in the mutual construction and symbiosis of the two.

Keywords: Space, Place, Folk art, Canal Space Construction
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