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Identity Difference and Discourse Cooperation:A Study on the Critical Form of “Notes and
Comments on Literature” in the Late Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China

YANG Rui-feng
( School of Chinese Languages and Literatures, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou, 730020;
Department of Chinese Literature, Fudan University, Shanghai, 200433 )

Abstract: “Notes and comments on literature” is a literary form of literary criticism that overviews
“literature™ issues in the form of traditional conversation-style literature criticism. The stylistic characteristics
of “notes and comments on literature” are vividly and comprehensively presented in its multiple critical forms.
The basic premise of the study on the critical form of the “notes and comments on literature” is to establish the
understanding direction of the word “form” through historical outlines and dialectical analysis, and to divide
the critical forms of “notes and comments on literature” from the perspective of the critical subject. For “notes
and comments on literature” from writers, the core pursuit is creativity and artistry, which lays the conceptual
foundation for the behaviours of relevant writers such as positive evaluation of classical literature and active
promotion of the modern transformation of conversation-style literature criticism. The “notes and comments on
literature™ as “mass criticism” shakes the discourse hegemony of intellectual elites in traditional literary criticism
to a certain extent, and provides a convenient way for the public to enter the field of literary criticism. The studies
on the critical form of “notes and comments on literature” contribute to investigating the modern transformation of
conversation-style literature criticism, as well as further providing historical experiences and value references for
the construction of the current Chinese discourse system of literary criticism.

Keywords: Notes and Comments on Literature, Critical Form, Comments from Writers, Public Criticism
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