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Reassessment of the Issues about the “Fragmentation” of Chinese Myth: The Practice of Myth
Genealogy from Classics to Digital Media

ZHANG Duo
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Yunnan University, Kunming,650091)

Abstract: In the academic context of Chinese mythology over the past hundred years, there have always
been queries and regrets about “Chinese mythology has no genealogy” . It was not until scholars like Yuan
Ke who wrote the genealogy of myth that this misplacement of cultural concepts caused by western academic
concepts was partially corrected. Both the researchers’ analysis of “historization of myths” and the genealogical
writing practice of myth writers reflect the efforts to transfer the localization of western mythology. However,
it is the content creators of digital media after the technological iteration who have completed the conceptual
transformation in the real sense. In the creation of myth series represented by short videos in TikTok, the narrative
charm of Chinese mythology has been activated. In the new context, mythology needs to have a stereotyped face
of “divine genealogy” to be deconstructed, and the “cultural genealogy” of digital media to be constructed.

Keywords: Myth Genealogy, Cultural Confidence, Short Video, Digital Media, Historicalization of Myths
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