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A Survey of Military Finance of Shaanxilu of the Song Dynasty in the Battle of Lingzhou

XUE Zheng-chao& YUE Xiao-lan
( School of History and Archives, Yunnan University, Kunming, 650091 )

Abstract: In the early period of the Song Dynasty (1084 A.D.), Li Jigian from Xiazhou rebelled against the
Song Dynasty, and the two sides fought for the control over many places, among which the battle of Lingzhou
had the greatest influence. With the advance of the battle, Zhuanyunsi (a supervision department in the Northern
Song Dynasty) of Shaanxilu (the first level of administrative region in the Northern Song Dynasty, now Xi’an
in Shaanxi) was functioning between the Central Accounting Department and the local prefectural army. The
department was also responsible for coordinating military financial affairs such as the budget and financing of
military supplies. During the battle, military expenditure was basically distributed by Shaanxilu. For example,
army provision (grain and fodder) had two major tax sources: Tuntian (garrison reclamation ) and Shidi

(official purchase of grain ) . The local households were mainly responsible for transporting the provision. At
the beginning of the battle of Lingzhou, the Song Court implemented a limited financial policy in Shaanxilu, and
caused its supervision department (Zhuanyunsi) to “disburse all the money” , but failed to win the battle. Its
root lies in the military retreat strategy against Xiazhou adopted by the imperial court. After the war, through the
reigns of Emperors Renzong and Shenzong till the end of the Northern Song Dynasty, the central government
gradually dominated the military finance of the Western Shaanxilu, and its strategic positioning, financial concept,
coordination organization and supply mode and other institutional elements changed significantly, and it was
increasingly integrated with the national military finance, showing an internal historical logic different from that of
the first battle of Lingzhou.

Keywords: First Battle of Lingzhou, Military Finance, Shaanxilu, Zhuanyunsi
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