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From “Production Capital” to “Consumption Capital”: Attribute Upgrading and Function
Orientation of Urban Amenities

LIU Kai-qiang
(School of Marxism , Hefei University of Technology, Hefei , 230601 )

Abstract: With the overall transformation of China from an industrial society to a consumer society, the
traditional theoretical model of interpreting urban process from a single production perspective has shown its
shortcomings. Especially in recent years, with the large-scale influx of people from different places, cities have
evolved into the primary agglomerations for the daily consumption of all classes. In this context, the development
of a city is deeply dependent on the comprehensive quality of consumption capital created by the combination of
various internal amenities. At present, the upgrading of consumption attributes of urban amenities is subject to
four pushing factors: “centralization” of local consumption elements radiates from urbanization, “currency
empowerment” expands the content of main consumption action, “informationism spirit” intensifies the
technicalization of consumption process, and “creative class” repeatedly calls for the renewal of consumption
environment. As “consumption capital” , amenities like market, society, culture and institution do not only
jointly activate advancement, livability and competitiveness, but also lead to a kind of “implicit rejection” of
consumer justice.

Keywords: Urban Amenities, Consumption Capital, Attribute Upgrading, Function Orientation
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