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A Study of the Remuneration of Zhongren in Rural Economic Transactions in the Qing
Dynasty from Qingshuijiang Documents

LIANG Hong-zhi & RAN Xv
(School of economics, Guizhou University of Finance and Economics, Guiyang, 550025)

Abstract: As a participant in rural economic transactions, Zhongren (an intermediary party) played an
important role in connecting buyers and sellers, negotiation, contract signing, dispute resolution and other
transactions, which effectively reduced the cost of economic transactions. Data from Qingshuijiang documents
showed that the remuneration of zhongren was mainly in the form of monetary payment. Although the sum of
the remuneration was not fixed, it generally ranged from one fen to one liang (1 liang equals 100 fen), but there
was also traditional payment practice. The most common were five fen, one gian and three fen (1 gian equals
10 fen). The payer of the fee was not fixed, which could be the buyer, the seller, or both. The factors that could
affect the remuneration were the transaction amount, the role of zhongren, the source and the number of people
involved. Additionally, the proportion of remuneration to the transaction was between 0.3% and 16.7% and 4%
and below was the most frequent. The proportion was similar to the official expense ratio and deed tax, which
embodied the role of folk and official identification in the concept of people in the Qing Dynasty. On the whole,
obtaining remuneration was not the main purpose of zhongren’s participation, which showed that rural economic
transactions were influenced by traditional patriarchal laws. With an informal social control role, the existence
of zhongren matched with specific economic and social conditions, which was a supplement when the public
goods supply capacity of the Qing Dynasty was insufficient. There were remuneration records of zhongren in the
documents of different periods of the Qing Dynasty. They indicated that the legal system of the Qing Dynasty had
high adaptability to the folk trading customs, which also constituted one of the factors for its long-term existence
and continuation.

Keywords: Qingshuijiang Documents, Zhongren, Rural economic transactions, Qing Dynasty, Remuneration
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