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Post-Disaster Assistance for SMEs: International Experience and China’s Proposal

LI Xian-jun
(Institute of Industrial Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 100836)

Abstract: SMEs are the cornerstone of industrial development and community stability and also the
growth pole of post-disaster economic and social recovery. The COVID-19 pandemic has caused a huge impact
on China’s SMEs, but it has shown differences in impact on different industries, scales, regions, and duration.
Drawing lessons from the experience of the United States and Japan in supporting SMEs to deal with disasters
can provide a reference for the construction of disaster relief and recovery solutions for SMEs with Chinese
characteristics. For SMEs, it is fundamental to fight against their own vulnerabilities and improve corporate
resilience with self-help, and to use the pandemic as an opportunity to accelerate their transformation. As a public
service provider, the government undoubtedly needs to further improve the top-level design of disaster relief and
the long-term mechanism of SMEs assistance so as to form a set of effective with more precise industrial policies,
highly coordinated regional policies, and further deepening reforms. An effective proposal from China’s post-
disaster assistance and recovery of SMEs, which function like closely woven “safety nets” for SMEs to respond
to external shocks such as disasters, can help SMEs to enhance their resilience, adaptability and innovative
development capabilities to respond to external disturbances.

Keywords: SMEs, Disaster Relief, China’s Proposal, International Experience
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