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Ecological Criticism and Humanistic Reflections: On the Literary Writing of Urban Disease
since the 21st Century

HUANG Zhong-shan
(Institute of Culture, Beijing Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 100101)

Abstract: Since the 21st Century, urban disease has become important content of literature, which reflects
the actual problems of urban development in a metaphorical way and shows writers’ critical positions. In literary
works, urban disease and human disease respectively present interactivity at the ecological level and isomorphism
at the humanistic level. Moreover, writers’ criticism of urban disease often corresponds to the construction of rural
utopia, which reflects the antagonistic thinking of urban and rural values. In the literary writing of urban disease,
writers establish the relationship between urban disease and human disease via the two dimensions of time and
space, and explore the modernity issues in the process of urban development. Meanwhile, there are also various
problems and deficiencies in theme expression, writing attitude and perspective of intervention, and so on. With
the development of urban ecology and humanistic environment and the continuous maturity of urban literature,
the writing of urban disease in literature will go through the stage of self-consciousness and achieve a new
breakthrough in both realism and literariness.

Keywords: Urban Disease, the 21st Century, Urban Literature, Literary Writing, Modernity
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